Shirley Laurin

I have read with great interest the stories about the Champion Mine and poignant memories shared by many who lived in Painesdale.  As a child I lived with my grandparents on Baltic Street for a period during the war when my parents were working in Detroit.  They lived there for 45 years. My grandfather, Nestor Sastamoinen, left Finland at age 19 and worked in the copper mines his entire life, and worked at Champion for many years.  I can remember grandma filling up his lunch bucket to take to work and the best part was that he always brought something left over from lunch for me.  I, too, remember the little candy store, Taro's, in Painesdale.  As a matter of fact, whenever my husband and I return during our summer vacation, we always drive around town to visit these places that bring such fond memories back to me. 
